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School and Child Care Vaccination Reporting Data, Updates, and FAQs

What I will cover:

1.The school and child care 
reporting requirement 
and process.

2.Vaccination trends and 
coverage in Colorado. 

3.Changes from the first, 
second, and upcoming 
reporting period. 

4.Tips and tricks for 
successful reporting. 
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Timeline

• 1885 Massachusetts

• 1922 Supreme Court

• 1978 CDC

• 1989–2000 Colorado Census

• 2002-2007 Colorado Sample

• 2007-2009 Ferpa Barriers

• 2010 FERPA-Compliant methodology

• 2016-2017 (Year 1)
• New Legislation. Little time to 

prepare, quick web-form was created 
with no validation. Quick data sharing 
visualization. 

• 2017-2018 (Year 2)
• New full fledged web application for 

data collection and three separate 
visualizations. 

• 2018-2019 (Year 3)
• District import, tightened validation, 

new user tools, mobile friendly 
visualization. 
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• Effective July 1, 2014

• Required schools and licensed child care facilities to release immunization and exemption 
rates when requested. 

• Required CDPHE to assist in the collection of immunization data and made us responsible for 
the analysis and public posting of the data.

• Authorized the Board of Health to update the frequency of non-medical exemption 
submissions.

HB-14 1288 
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• A Board of Health rule in response to HB-14 1288 that detailed its implementation.

• Effective July 1, 2016.

• “..any child care center, preschool or head start program that is licensed by the 
Colorado Department of Human Services to provide care to ten or more children and 
are not exempt from reporting pursuant to Paragraph B of this Section, and; public, 
private, or parochial schools with kindergarten, elementary or secondary schools 
through grade twelve, shall send aggregate immunization and exemption data, by 
antigen, to the Department of Public Health and Environment. “

The Requirement (6 CCR 1009-2)
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Who is exempt?

• School-age child care centers

• Family child care homes

• Drop-in centers

• Day treatment centers

• Foster care homes

• Day camps

• Resident camps

• Legal interpretation for on-line schools 
where students never meet in person

• Public services short-term child care 
facility

• Guest child care facility 

• Ski school
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“On December 1, 2016, and each year thereafter…shall send aggregate 
immunization and exemption data, by antigen, to the Department of Public 
Health and Environment.”

Required data shall include for all 
students and kindergarten students: 

• Number enrolled

• Number who are up-to-date 

• Number who have a medical exemption for all 
immunizations 

• Number who have a medical exemption for one 
or more but not all immunizations

• Number who have a religious exemption for all 
immunizations

• Number who have a religious exemption for one 
or more but not all immunizations

• Number who have a personal belief exemption 
for all immunizations

• Number who have a personal belief exemption 
for one or more but not all immunizations

• Number in-process 

• Number not up-to-date for immunizations, with 
no exemption on file, and not in-process

• Number with no immunization records

• …”the Department of Public Health and 
Environment shall provide immunization 
information to the public.” 



School and Child Care Vaccination Reporting Data, Updates, and FAQs

What is required? 
• Child Care/Preschool (# doses is age-dependent)

• Kindergarten – 12th Grade
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The Process… • Registration involves creating an account and 
associating that account with the “locations” 
they will be reporting for. You only need to 
register once. 

1. Register

2. Activation

3. Report
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Click this box to begin 

reporting!
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Reporting

Child Care or Preschool School



School and Child Care Vaccination Reporting Data, Updates, and FAQs



School and Child Care Vaccination Reporting Data, Updates, and FAQs

Data Quality…

• We ask for two types of information from 
reporters. 

1. Individual antigen 

2. Across all antigens or “school level”

• Reporters have far less difficulty with 
individual antigen reporting. 
• Able to validate data against enrollment

• Passes the “looks reasonable” test

• Few if any questions…

• Reporters have increased difficulty with 
“school level” reporting. 
• Limited validation options

• Frequently does not “add up”

• Receive questions frequently

• More complex 

• Changed question of up-to-date to 
compliance at school level to lessen 
confusion. 

• Intent to one day change it back…
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Prior to reporting…

Visit our School and child care 
immunization data reporting website!

We have videos and step-by-step PDFs of 
registration, child care reporting, and 
school reporting. 

Worksheets for both child care and 
schools. 

Guidance on how to create an 
immunization rate report from CIIS for 
your reporting.  

Print out our required school/child care 
vaccination charts!

All kids who are not up-to-date, review 
their record against the above charts. 
Many school data systems are not specific 
to Colorado!

Reporting should not bring anyone to 
tears. Nor is it the end of the world if you 
get stuck, we will help you. 

School nurses and child care providers 
are heroes!
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Common questions and Tips
Questions:

1. I can’t find my facility.

2. I can’t submit my report. 

3. Can I get an extension?

4. How can I change my submission? 

5. Where do my preschool kids go?

6. I registered, was approved, and can’t figure 
out where to enter my data? 

Tips:
1. Facility selection does change this year. Just start typing the name of your 

facility first. If that fails start typing the address. You don’t have to scroll 
through the list. Name and address are searchable just by typing any portion of 
them. 

2. If there is red on your screen something is wrong, usually validation ensuring 
every kid (enrollment) is matched. The system also doesn’t want a zero: if no 
kids have an exemption, leave it blank!

3. Each year of this process has been completely new, often with us developing the 
process right up until the survey opens. This will be our first year where we are 
not recreating the wheel. We are striving to meet the dates outlined in the 
legislation. (a roundabout “no”). Please try to start ahead of time! If an 
extension is needed it will be applied universally. 

4. Log back in and “unlock” your survey.

5. Preschool kids are treated as a child care and must be reported in their own 
child care site, not in your “school”.

6. Where it says “vaccine summary information”, there is a box beneath it with 
your enrollment information. Click that box!

7. Print out one of our paper worksheets and complete it without any technological 
interference or distraction. Then log in and enter. 

8. Register immediately if you didn’t last year. Even if you did, once the survey 
opens try to log in! 
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Data exchange
2016-2017 Piloted two districts sending us extracts from their school data system (infinite campus 

or power school). 

Sent us de-identified, FERPA-compliant individual level data according to a specification I created. 

We were able to process and calculate rates for all schools in the district and populate the 

application as if each school completed them manually. 

2018-2019 Upload functionality is being built to expand this pilot.

Clear benefits for everyone involved

Quick and easy for entire districts to report

Takes pressure off nurses and school staff

Ensures accurate rate calculations

“School level” across all vaccines per student is no longer a barrier

No longer "self-reported" data

Allows CDPHE to automate more of the data collection



School and Child Care Vaccination Reporting Data, Updates, and FAQs

The data…

2016-2017 Schools
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2016-2017 Child Cares
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Sharing of data…
For parents/guardians

For community partners

Custom reports and data download

https://www.cohealthdata.dphe.state.co.us/Data/Details/22
https://www.cohealthdata.dphe.state.co.us/Data/Details/20
https://www.cohealthdata.dphe.state.co.us/Data/Details/21
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THANK YOU!

Feel free to reach out to me at
paul.gillenwater@state.co.us
or
cdphe_informaticsimmunization@state.co.us
303-692-2759

mailto:paul.gillenwater@state.co.us
mailto:cdphe_informaticsimmunization@state.co.us

