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Vaccines are Not a Partisan Issue…
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And Never Have Been
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Even Today’s Politicians are (Mostly) in Agreement
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Two very different politicians - Reps. Tom Marino 

(R-PA) and Adam Schiff (D-CA) – agree on the 

importance of vaccines. 
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And it’s No Wonder: Vaccines Save Lives & Money
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Childhood Immunization Provides Big Savings
Vaccines for Children: 23 years of protecting America’s children

CDC estimates that vaccination of children born between 1994 

and 2016 will:

• Prevent 381 million illnesses

• Prevent 24.5 million hospitalizations

• Help avoid 855,000 early deaths

• Save nearly $360 billion in direct costs and $1.65 trillion in 

total society costs

• Every dollar spent in childhood vaccination ultimately saves 

$10.10.
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However, They are Often Caught in the Crossfire
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Funding is (Currently) Our Biggest Challenge
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Nearly 53% of the funding reflected above is allocated via the Prevention and Public Health Fund (PPHF)

Many states have no disease outbreak funds

FY 2016 

Appropriation

FY 2017 

Appropriation

FY18 Senate 

Proposal

FY18 House 

Proposal

CDC Professional 

Judgment Level 

Section 317/ 

Immunization 

Program 

Funding

$610,847 $606,792 $606,792 $556,000 $1.03 Billion
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Health Reform will Continue to have an Impact 
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• May discourage individuals from seeking out preventive care

First Dollar Coverage

• Also has the potential to discourage individuals from accessing preventive care for themselves and their families

Essential Health Benefits

• Will affect and adults as well as children whose parents are unable to navigate the system

Medicaid Expansion

• Failure to reauthorize CHIP, or to do so at the expense of other public health funding, will limit access

CHIP Reauthorization & Community Health Centers Funding

• Measures meant to target reproductive health issues may have unintended consequences for vaccines

Reproductive Health



State Trends
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What Can We Expect?

Informed 
Consent

Ballot 
Initiatives

NVICP

Exemptions HCP Mandates
Funding, 
Funding, 
Funding



What Can We Do?
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Contact Your Legislators!
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But What Do I Say? 

Do They Even Care?
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Some Basic Do’s and Don’ts
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Do:

• Start by stating you are a constituent

• Note any major groups with which your 
position aligns

• Be concise and actionable

• Consider setting up meetings with your 
legislators and/or their staff during 
recess sessions, when they’re back in 
town (and follow up with a thank you!)

• Encourage family, friends, and 
colleagues to reach out as well

Don’t:

• Feel you’re imposing or wasting 
someone’s time – it’s their job!

• Be aggressive. You can be passionate, 
but ultimately, you want to help them 
understand and support your point of 
view.

• Wait for a bill or emergency situation 
to reach out.

• Leave it as a “one and done” call, 
email, or meeting.
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Consider Using our State of the ImmUnion Report
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The 2018 report will be released around this year’s State of the Union on January 30.

We are also preparing a customizable state fact sheet.
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Stay in the Know!
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• Subscribe for updates & gather resources: 
• Every Child By Two: info@ecbt.org

• Trust for America’s Health: www.healthyamericans.org
• Sign up for Wellness & Prevention Digest at https://tfah.wufoo.com/forms/register-for-the-digest/

• Preparedness newsletter: https://tfah.wufoo.com/forms/sign-up-for-the-working-group/

• Public Health Institute: www.phi.org

• State of the ImmUnion report: www.vaccinateyourfamily.org

• ECBT’s Shot of Prevention Blog: www.shotofprevention.com

• Follow Us Online & on Social Media: 
• Facebook: VaccinateYourFamily

• Twitter: EveryChildBy2 & ShotofPrev

mailto:info@ecbt.org
http://www.healthyamericans.org/
https://tfah.wufoo.com/forms/register-for-the-digest/
https://tfah.wufoo.com/forms/sign-up-for-the-working-group/
http://www.phi.org/
http://www.vaccinateyourfamily.org/
http://www.shotofprevention.com/


Thank You!

Erica DeWald
erica@ecbt.org
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